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A Motion is a formal proposal by a member that the assembly takes certain action.
Before you raise a main motion

Find out the current situation.

What do you want to be changed?

Consult Tl district handbook, by laws, and policies.

Who will benefit? Who will be impacted?

Communicate with those who will have an interest

Learn who is in favor of your idea

Prepare documents for the debate

Consult the District officers & Parliamentary on procedures
Write your suggestion as a motion/resolution

Make sure those in favor will attend the meeting
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How to raise a motion verbally:

| move
That Toastmasters sponsor an essay contest open to high school students, to be conducted according to the

following specifications....

How to prepare a motion in writing (a resolution) submitted before a

meeting.

Resolved, that Toastmasters sponsor an essay contest...”

More information on writing a resolution

It is recommended that each motion has a title. This title should be a concise summation of what the motion is about.

Motions usually have at least three difference sections, with numbered points beneath. This clearly breaks down what

you are trying to say, and what you are asking the organization to do:
This Organization notes... (FACTS)
This must be factual information that can be independently seen to be true.

This Organization believes... (OPINIONS)

This contains things that you consider to be true, but which other people may disagree with. You should be

open-minded and accept that others may not agree with what you believe, even if you consider it to be “fact”.
This Union resolves... (ACTIONS)

This section tells UCLU what action to take as an organisation.

Some motions may also have an additional section:

This Union mandates...

This section can contain specific instructions for specific officers. It can instruct officers or representatives Faculty

Representatives, and groups (such as forums) within UCLU. It cannot instruct a member of Union staff.
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Sample:

Motion to the Union Council: A Love Affair with Cheese
Proposer: John Cheese, Engineering

Seconder: Wayne Wensleydale, History

Date:

This Union notes:
1. There are over 400 varieties of British cheese.
2. It takes approximately 10 litres of milk to produce 1kg of cheddar cheese.

This Union believes:

1. Cheese tastes delicious.

2. Cheese is versatile.

3. Cheese is one of nature’s most complete foods.

This Union resolves:

1. To sell more cheese sandwiches, cheese burgers, cheese omelettes in Union outlets.
2. To play more cheesy music in all of our bars.

Second example for the Structure of a motion/resolution proposal

All motions/resolutions have the following format:

Resolved, that [motion/resolution].

You may want to precede your motion/resolution with a preamble enumerating your reasons for

its proposal. Robert’s Rules of Order states:

In general, the use of a preamble should be limited to cases where it provides little-known
information without which the points or merits of a resolution are likely to be poorly
understood . ..

That being said, while preambles are not required, they are often of great use in ensuring that a

motion/resolution inspires minimal faculty confusion about its origins or purpose.
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